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How does control of marginal areas by non-state actors a�ect
politics?

Evidence from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Takeover of favelas by police-linked militias creates
discontinuity in clientelistic practices
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Evidence from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Takeover of favelas by police-linked militias creates
discontinuity in clientelistic practices

Strategy: exploit discontinuity to study e�ects of
domination
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Overview

How does control of marginal areas by non-state actors a�ect
politics?

Evidence from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Takeover of favelas by police-linked militias creates
discontinuity in clientelistic practices

Strategy: exploit discontinuity to study e�ects of
domination
Structure of talk:

1 Empirical background
2 Prior research on clientelism in favelas, theoretical

considerations
3 Research design & results
4 Next steps
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Between 500 and 800 favelas in Rio de Janeiro -
approx. 1m inhabitants
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Favelas and theComandos

Between 500 and 800 favelas in Rio de Janeiro -
approx. 1m inhabitants
Majority of largest favelas under domination of drug
syndicates since mid-1980s
Key aspects of syndicate control:

Escalation / Armament
Resilience
Territorial domination
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A few favelas long held by police-linked armed groups
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Favelas under militia control, 2005: 42
October 2006: 92
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Ban drug trade & use
Taxes and fees as primary revenue source
New linkages w/ political actors
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A few favelas long held by police-linked armed groups
Between 2004-2006 rapid expansion of militia control:

Favelas under militia control, 2005: 42
October 2006: 92

Militias qualitatively di�erent from syndicates:
Ban drug trade & use
Taxes and fees as primary revenue source
New linkages w/ political actors

Yet maintain territorial control, monopoly on use of force
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Rise of the Militias

A few favelas long held by police-linked armed groups
Between 2004-2006 rapid expansion of militia control:

Favelas under militia control, 2005: 42
October 2006: 92

Militias qualitatively di�erent from syndicates:
Ban drug trade & use
Taxes and fees as primary revenue source
New linkages w/ political actors

Yet maintain territorial control, monopoly on use of force

Militia takeover as \Non-State Regime Change"

We measure e�ect of this change on electoral outcomes
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"Classic" (rural) clientelism:Coronelato(Leal 1977)
Static patron-client link
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Multiple patrons, "auction"-like negotiation
Local elected leaders as brokers, incentive compatability
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Clientelism in the Favelas

"Classic" (rural) clientelism:Coronelato(Leal 1977)
Static patron-client link

\Neo-Clientelism": urban, modern (Mainwaring 1995)
Multiple patrons, "auction"-like negotiation
Local elected leaders as brokers, incentive compatability

"Two-tiered": syndicate domination (Arias 2006)
Tra�ckers control or eliminate local leaders
Less incentive compatability, restricted auction
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Like syndicates, militias monopolize brokerage
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Militia Control: A New Form of Clientelism?

Like syndicates, militias monopolize brokerage

Close links with police-related candidates may limit
competition among patrons
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Militia Control: A New Form of Clientelism?

Starts to look like old, static clientelism. If patron wields
power over militia leader (e.g. blackmail), even more so:

Elected o�cials w/ extra-legal coercive control over client
populations: not good.
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Militia-backed Politicians Speak Out

"All private security is a militia. [...] What apartment
building doesn't pay to have a security guard? It's a
tax, isn't it? So, it's an imposition."

{Marina Maggessi, Investigator, elected Federal Deputy in2006
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Militia Domination
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Independent Variable:

Militia Domination

Dependent Variable:
Five Occupational Categories
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Research Design

Independent Variable:

Militia Domination

Dependent Variable:
Five Occupational Categories

Military Police
Civilian Police
Retired Military
Fire�ghters
State Employees
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Summary Statistics
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Vote Share

Military Police

State Employees

Civilian Police

Retired Military

Firefighter

Combined
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Selection

Selection Mechanism:
Syndicate Strength

Drug pro�ts
Weaponry
Resident sentiment
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Weaponry
Resident sentiment

Geographic
Topography
Pan American Games Corridor



Politics in the
Shadow of the

Drug War:
Does Parallel
Power A�ect

Electoral
Outcomes?

Danny
Hidalgo

Benjamin
Lessing

Overview

Background

Theory

Research
Design
Variables
Unit of Analysis
Data
Identi�cation

Results

Next Steps

Selection

Selection Mechanism:
Syndicate Strength

Drug pro�ts
Weaponry
Resident sentiment

Geographic
Topography
Pan American Games Corridor

Future Work
Non-parametric matching
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Di�erence in Di�erences Model
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Model

Di�erence in Di�erences Model

Vi ;t = � � t + � � di ;t + � i + � i ;t

Identifying Assumption:

P(di ;1 = 1 j� it ) = P(di ;1 = 1)
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Model

Di�erence in Di�erences Model

Vi ;t = � � t + � � di ;t + � i + � i ;t

Identifying Assumption:

P(di ;1 = 1 j� it ) = P(di ;1 = 1)

Average Treatment E�ect

� = f E[Vi ;1jdi ;1 = 1] � E[Vi ;1jdi ;1 = 0] g�

f E[Vi ;0jdi ;1 = 1] � E[Vi ;0jdi ;1 = 0] g
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Results
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Military Police

State Employee

Civilian Police

Retired Military

Firemen

Combined
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Next Steps

Improve identi�cation: matching
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Improve identi�cation: matching

Does our DV matter? How do militia-backed candidates
behave?

CPI of militias in state legislature



Politics in the
Shadow of the

Drug War:
Does Parallel
Power A�ect

Electoral
Outcomes?

Danny
Hidalgo

Benjamin
Lessing

Overview

Background

Theory

Research
Design
Variables
Unit of Analysis
Data
Identi�cation

Results

Next Steps

Next Steps

Improve identi�cation: matching

Does our DV matter? How do militia-backed candidates
behave?

CPI of militias in state legislature

Improve understanding of militia behavior
Track future invasions/retreats
Post-Pan Games observation
Field research & data collection?
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Improve Identi�cation

Adopt weaker assumptions:

P(di ;1 = 1 jXi ; � it ) = P(di ;1 = 1 jXi )

whereXi is a vector of observable covariates.
In other words,conditional on the covariates, the average
outcomes for treated and controls would have followed
parallel paths in the absence of treatment.
To obtain a relevant control group, we will �rst match on
geographic and socioeconomic variables including:

Geographic location
Income distribution
Access to government services (sewage, water)
Age pro�le
Size of the favela
Education
Crime
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